THE  FALL FROM  POWER

This last phase of Wolsey's life is, in a sense, the
most interesting of all, disclosing a side of him
which had not been visible since the early years
at least, and yet retaining all those characteristics
which had become part of him. The hatred of
his enemies was so venomous, and pursued him
so far, that even his most creditable actions were
maliciously distorted, and the resulting impres-
sion stuck in the public mind and has remained
there to the present day. Some, however, have
seen in his conscientious administration of his
diocese, his generous distribution of alms, and the
hospitality of his house, the fruits of a true
repentance. There is no need to suppose that
this new era in his life was the outcome of a
scheming and ambitious mind which had no
loftier aim than that of befriending the North in
the hope that one day it might help him against
the people of London. If that was his aim, he
took very little trouble to employ their favour to
that end, and did absolutely nothing to raise a
rebellion.

At the same time an unprejudiced view of the
evidence does not yield much support for the
conviction that here was a completely transformed
character, working solely for the Kingdom of
God without any thought of earthly glory or of
self. Beside such a man as Fisher, the Cardinal's
life, even in his last years, was worldly, and his
devotional habits meagre. Perhaps no impartial
history of this last phase has ever been written,